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World RX of Sweden preview
It’s ace to be back at base
Competing in the FIA World Rallycross Championship, we travel 12,000
kilometres to and from Canada, 26,000 to get to the last race of the season in
Argentina and then come home again. But this week, we’re not going so far.
In fact, we’re going an hour or so up the A62 from the PSRX base in Torsby.
Hell yeah, it’s time for Holjës!
I love this race and I love this racetrack. It’s just a shame it’s not a little bit
further west… Just joking! You know I am Norwegian and I am passionate
about my country, but my wife Pernilla is Swedish – which makes my son
Oliver half-Swedish and my team is living and working in Sweden. So, I think
we can be sure, Sweden is my second home race.
Whether or not it is the home race, one thing is sure, Holjës is always one of
the best events of the year. Last year it was just insane, just super-crazy how
many people came to this track and had such a great party! But the result
was not so good. We got a puncture, we got third.
This time I’d love to go two better. I want to win. I always want to win! But
here is the problem, do I want to win enough to make a gamble with the
championship lead?
No.
I won’t do that. Like I said, I want to win every race, I am desperate to –
especially in front of such a big and really cool crowd. But if we win this
weekend, we celebrate for one night; if we win at this season, we celebrate
for one year!
Last year I was crowned the first ever FIA World Rallycross Champion, this
year I want to be the first man ever to win back-to-back World RX titles.
That’s the focus and the whole team feels the same way. We have a strategy
for Sweden and we will stick to it.
I’m not going to tell you what it is, but you know me – it won’t be boring!
Circuit:
Length: 1210m
Max width: 16m
Min width: 10m
Tarmac: 60%
Dirt 40%

Website: www.finnskogamk.se
Timetable – all local times
Saturday July 4
1020 practice
1200 qualifying heats
1730 autograph session
Sunday July 5
0930 warm up
1100 qualifying heats
1600 semi-final/final
1710 World RX press conference
Last time out…
Petter stayed out of trouble and avoided the first-corner carnage typical of a
race around the Estering track in Germany to take his 10th podium in 11
World RX races and his sixth consecutive first or second place result. The
upshot of another sublime Solberg performance was a 35-point lead as the
PSRX squad headed north on the long road to Torsby.
Sweden in nummers:
3 champions live in the Solberg’s Swedish house: Petter, Pernilla and Oliver
16 is where Petter finished on his first WRC round – the 1998 Swedish Rally
230 is the number of McDonald’s in Sweden, the highest per capita in Europe
273 kph is the speed Petter’s brain will deal with data in Sweden this week
459 metres is the depth of Sweden’s deepest sea: the Baltic Sea
97,500 is how many lakes measure more than two acres in Sweden
186,000 kilos of crayfish are caught and eaten in Sweden each year
579,564 is how many kilometres of roads Sweden has
380,000,001 is the number of albums sold by Swedish songsters ABBA
2,500,000,000 wooden dowels are distributed by IKEA every year
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